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THE NEW BLOOD PLAN
1�1C's recent affiliation with the Regional Blood Banks, Inc., already has proved
advantageous to the hospital and its patients, and provides improved coverage for
hospital employees and their families, with better protection than was possible under
the old MHC Employees' Blood Bank system. There is no membership cost, no limit on
the amount of blood available to you, and no cost for this blood ••• only the obligation
of supplying a pint a year, or arranging for a substitute donor.
The RBB concept is new in our area, and the non-profit organization has undertaken
the responsibility of meeting the blood needs of all three acute-care hospitals in
Portland. As hospital people, we can help ease the organization's growing pains by
enrolling in the plan and becoming donors ••• not all at once, but on a continuing basis
throughout the year. This will help PJ3B maintain a constant, adequate supply of fresh
blood and components.
You'll hear more about this, but in the meantime, we urge you to think about it.
We hope you'll decide to enroll. You'll be helping others, but you'll be helping
yourself, too.
A PROGRESS REPORT
MMC Ambulatory Care Director Dr. Darrell Thorpe told Portland Kiwanians Tuesday
that Ml1.C's Emergency Division patient services have improved measurably in the past
three years, and that additional personnel and new programs have brought better care
to the more than 135 patients seen daily.
Dr. Thorpe described the training and use of triage nurses who perform initial
screening of arriving patients, and who establish priorities for their attention, as
well as the expansion of the Emergency Division's full-time physician staff. Dr.
Thorpe's talk was generally responsive to an article in PARADE magazine last Sunday,
describing what is called a ' 1 Crisis in the Emergency Room. a
ACCIDENT VICTD1
Portland-area friends of Charles L. Long, M.D., who served as an associate pathol
ogist at I:11:1C for a year beginning in July, 1970, were saddened by the report of his
death Feb. 15 in Boston. Ile was 41 years of age, and died as the result of injuries
received in a Storrow Drive car accident. A Texas native and Annapolis graduate, Dr.
Long was serving as a consulting physician for the Damon Corp., in Needham, �ass.,
at the time of his death. He leaves a wife, son and daughter.
TICKET SALE
Members of the MMC Employees Activity Committee will be on hand in the hospital
cafeteria between the hours of 9 and 11 a.m. on Tuesday and Thursday to sell tickets
for the EAC-sponsored St. Patrick's Eve Dance. The event--which will be held at
Trudeau's Club, Hain Street, Saco--will begin with a 6:30 social hour (BYOL), a roast
beef, turkey, ham buffet dinner at 7, dancing from 8:30 to midnight. Ht1C employees,
their families and friends are invited. Tickets are $4 each and the date to remember
is Friday. �arch 16.
UP-COMING EVENTS
Your Employees Activity Committee, which has representation from most hospital
departments and meets bi-weekly, has scheduled a spring Employees Bus trip to Boston
on Saturday, April 7. Bus will leave 1�1C at 3 a.rn. and leave Boston for return trip at
5 p.m. Special employee low-cost rate, $5.00 round trip. Also underway are plans for
an HHC family outing to be held during the summer--more about this soon.
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